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CONTROLLING
POISON IVY 
EA C H  Y E A R  M A N Y  P E O P L E  w h o  e n j o y  t h e  o u t d o o r s  c o m e  i n  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  p o i s o n  i v y .  A n y o n e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  p o i s o n  f r o m  t h i s  p l a n t  w i l l  
a g r e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  i t s  g r o w t h  n e a r  h o m e s ,  c a m p s ,  
p a r k s ,  b e a c h e s ,  a r i d  o t h e r  a r e a s  w h e r e  p e o p l e  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  e n c o u n t e r  i t .  
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  p o i s o n  i v y  c a n  b e  e a s i l y  e r a d i c a t e d  b y  t o d a y ' s  c h e m i c a l  
w e e d  k i l l e r s .  T h i s  c i r c u l a r  s h o w s  y o u  h o w  t o  r e c o g n i z e  p o i s o n  i v y  
a n d  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  s i m p l e  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e  m e a n s  n e e d e d  t o  c o n t r o l  i t .  
I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  O F  P O I S O N  I V Y  
L e a r n  t o  i d e n t i f y  p o i s o n  i v y  b y  s t u d y i n g  p i c t u r e s  a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  
a n d  b y  a c t u a l l y  o b s e r v i n g  i t  i n  i t s  v a r i o u s  f o r m s .  
P o i s o n  i v y  i s  a  p e r e n n i a l  w o o d y  p l a n t  t h a t  m a y  v i n e  o n  f e n c e  w a l l s  
o r  t r e e s ,  m a y  s p r e a d  a l o n g  t h e  g r o u n d ,  o r  a p p e a r  a s  a n  e r e c t  s h r u b .  
T h e r e  i s  m u c h  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  w a y  i t  g r o w s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
t h e  l e a v e s .  E a c h  c o m p o u n d  l e a f  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  t h r e e  l e a f l e t s .  T h e s e  
m a y  b e  g l o s s y  o r  d u l l  g r e e n  a n d  a r e  e a c h  2  t o  4  i n c h e s  l o n g .  T h e  e d g e s  
m a y  b e  e i t h e r  s m o o t h ,  t o o t h e d ,  o r  s o m e w h a t  l o b e d .  S u c h  v a r i a t i o n s  
o c c u r  e v e n  o n  t h e  s a m e  p l a n t .  
S m a l l  g r e e n i s h - w h i t e  f l o w e r s  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  a n d  b y  l a t e  
s u m m e r  c l u s t e r s  o f  w h i t e  b e r r i e s  a r e  o f t e n  s e e n ;  t h e s e  m a y  r e m a i n  
a t t a c h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  a n d  h e l p  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p l a n t  a f t e r  t h e  
l e a v e s  h a v e  f a l l e n .  E a c h  w a x y  w h i t e  b e r r y  i s  a b o u t  V B  t o  0  i n c h  i n  
d i a m e t e r  a n d  h a s  d i s t i n c t  l i n e s  m a r k i n g  t h e  o u t e r  s u r f a c e ,  s o m e w h a t  l i k e  
a  p e e l e d  o r a n g e .  B e c a u s e  s o m e  p l a n t s  p r o d u c e  o n l y  m a l e  f l o w e r s ,  t h e  
b e r r i e s  m a y  n o t  a l w a y s  b e  f o u n d .  
N e w  p l a n t s  c a n  c o m e  f r o m  s e e d ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  c a r r i e d  b y  b i r d s ,  
a l t h o u g h  p o i s o n  i v y  u s u a l l y  s p r e a d s  b y  c r e e p i n g  s t e m s  a n d  r o o t s .  S t e m s  
a r e  u s u a l l y  s m a l l ,  b u t  m a y  g r o w  t o  f i v e  i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r .  
O t h e r  p l a n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  h a r m l e s s  V i r g i n i a  c r e e p e r  ( w o o d b i n e )  a r e  
s o m e t i m e s  m i s t a k e n  f o r  p o i s o n  i v y .  V i r g i n i a  c r e e p e r  h a s  f i v e  l e a f l e t s  
r a d i a t i n g  f r o m  o n e  p o i n t  o f  a t t a c h m e n t ,  a n d  b l u e  b e r r i e s  w h i c h  d i s ­
t i n g u i s h  i t  f r o m  p o i s o n  i v y  w i t h  i t s  t h r e e  l e a f l e t s  a n d  w h i t e  b e r r i e s .  
A l t h o u g h  p o i s o n  i v y  s h o w s  m u c h  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s i z e  a n d  s h a p e  o f  t h e  
l e a f l e t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  t h r e e  o f  t h e m .  R e m e m b e r  t h e  o l d  s a y i n g ,  
" l e a f l e t s  t h r e e ,  l e t  i t  b e . "  
P O I S O N I N G  
T h e  s k i n  i r r i t a n t  o f  p o i s o n  i v y  i s  a  s u b s t a n c e  f o u n d  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  
t h e  p l a n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r o o t s  a n d  f r u i t .  T h e  d a n g e r  o f  p o i s o n i n g  i s  
P r e p a r e d  b y  E .  L .  K n a k e ,  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  C r o p s  E x t e n s i o n ,  
a n d  F .  W .  S l i f e ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  C r o p  P r o d u c t i o n .  
greatest in spring and summer when the sap is abundant, although the 
plant may cause poisoning in the fall and winter as well. 
A very small quantity of the poison is capable of producing severe 
inftammation, and can be transferred from one object to another. 
Clothing, garden tools, and pets may become contaminated and serve 
as sources of infection. The toxin may also be carried in smoke from 
burning poison ivy plants. 
Some people are more susceptible to poisoning from poison ivy than 
others, although apparently there is no such thing as absolute immunity. 
Persons who consider themselves immune may become susceptible after 
sufficient exposure. 
Remedies are available which help give some relief, but there seems 
to be no absolute quick cure for all cases of poison ivy. It is always 
advisable to consult a physician in serious cases. 
CONTROL 
10dern weed killing chemicals (herbicides) offer the easiest and 
safest method of controlling poison ivy. The herbicides mentioned here 
are safe when handled properly, and are very effective. They should 
not be allO\ved to contact desirable plants. Spraying should be done 
on a quiet day when there is no danger of the wind carrying the chemi­
cal to other plants. In all cases, directions on the label of the container 
should be read and followed. 
Amitrole (3-Amino-l,2,4-Triazole) 
Amitrole is a chemical which is particularly effective on poison ivy. 
It is available under such trade names as Amino Triazole, Weedazol, 
and Poison Ivy Killer. 
Aerosol cans containing amitrole are available and are convenient 
for treating small patches. When treating smaller areas with a com­
pressed air sprayer, mix three level tablespoons of the commercial 
preparation conta1l11l1g 50 percent amitrole with one gallon of water. 
For large areas mix 1 pound of the 50 percent amitrole preparation 
in 25 gallons of water. 
Amitrole may be applied any time after the plants have made their 
early spring growth and the leaves have reached their full size. Treat­
ment should not be attempted after the leaves have turned yellow. 
Spray until the plants are thoroughly wet, but do !lot let amitrole con­
tact desirable plants. Where this danger exists amitrole can be applied 
to ivy leaves with a long-handled brush. 
Amitrole is the ideal treatment for poison ivy, but on certain 
occasions one of the following chemicals will be appropriate. 
Mixtures of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T 
"Brushkiller" is the name commonly applied to mixtures of 
2,4-D and 2,4,5-T. (The mixture of both chemicals is more effective 
on poison ivy than 2,4-D alone.) Brushkiller is convenient for treating 
poison ivy that is growing among other undesirable woody plants that 
are to be killed at the same time. It is less likely than amitrole to 
damage grasses, but avoid using 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T near desirable broad­
leafed plants which might be damaged by drifting vapors. 
Apply brushkiller when poison ivy is in full leaf in the late spring 
or summer. If regrowth occurs repeat the treatment. The following 
table tells you how to mix brushkiller sprays. 
Add this much Brushkiller 
( 4 pounds of 2,4-D and 
To this many gallons 2,4,5-T acid equiva­
of water lent per gallon) 
1 .................................... 2 tablespoons 
3 .................. .. .......... ...... 6 tablespoons 
25 ...... .. ............................ 10 pints 
100 .................................... 3 quarts 
A sprayer that has been used for brushkiller should not be used for 
spraying ornamentals or crops sensitive to these weed killers. 
Ammonium Sulfamate (Ammate) 
Ammonium sulfamate has been a popular chemical for treating 
poison ivy, but it is gradually being replaced by amitrole . It does not 
evaporate and therefore presents less hazard to nearby plants than 
2,4-D and 2,4,5-T brushkillers. It kills most vegetation and sterilizes 
the soil for several months; it is a relatively expensive chemical when 
used for large areas . 
A solution for spraying or sprinkling ammonium sulfamate is made 
by mixing 1 pound of dry chemical with 1 gallon of water. Apply it 
to the fully developed leaves at the rate of 1 to 2 gallons on a square 
rod ( 160 x 160 feet) of vegetation. Since ammonium SUlfamate is 
corrosive, avoid contact with the skin and wash out spray equipment 
thoroughly. 
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SMOOTH ROUNDED ("LOBED") TOOTHED 
POISON IVY VIRGINIA CREEPER 
HO'N TO RECOGNIZE POISON IVY 
• Each leaf made up of three leaflets 
• Each leaflet 2 to 4 inches long 
• Edges may be either smooth, toothed, or lobed 
• White flowers in spring on some plants 
• Waxy white berries on some plants in summer 
• Plant grows as shrub, vine, or along the ground 
CHE ICALS FOR CONTROLLING POISON IVY 
• Amitrole 
. • Mixtures of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T (Brushkiller) 
• Ammonium Sulfamate (Ammate) 
